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Application/Control Number: 09/814,227 
Art Unit: 2644 
DETAILED ACTION 

* 1 ™« 70 21and 26 (now cancelled) is withdrawn in view 
! TheindicatedallowabihtyofclannslO-llandZbi 

ntlIS Pat entNo.6005957 andU.S.PatentNo4638965. 
of the newly discovered reference(s) to U. S. Patent No 

^ecdons based on the newly cited referents) follow. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

A,r thk section made in this Office action: 
basis for the rejections under this section m 

Apersonshallbeentuledtoapatentunless- ctl0n 122(b) by another filed 

States and was pubhshed under Article 21( 

J ^ ^TTSC 102(e) as being anticipated by Meeks, u. a 
Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. liww 


3 

No. 6005957. 
Reg 


^^,^3^—. — mgref : yb 
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Application/Control Number: 09/814,227 
Art Unit: 2644 


„fl5IJSC 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
4 . Thefollowingisaquotat.onof35TJ.S».C. lu* > 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

m „nii« which the mventionwas™^ 

j . ,c,,cr 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
5 Claims 1, 3, 5-9, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

■ • rneBruineetal U. S. Patent No. 4638965., and tather in view of 
Everingham in view of De Brume et ai., u 

applicant's admitted prior art (herein, AAPA). 

.egardingc.aims^oan.Everiughamdiselosesasvstemandmethodforreducmg 

engme noise (figure 1) for use m —,ve vehicles (col. Utnes 6,, Bverin^am, 
^^^^^^^^^^ 

housings were well known in the art. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/814,227 
Art Unit: 2644 

discl „ s esau„ive r sa lm ou„tin gbrack et f o r u S e in exhaust area of vehicie comprising a ftrs, 

support p.a,e (col. 2, lines 20-68 and col. 3, Unes 1-Kfc which constitutes as a d.sta, portton 
Joi „edthe,»or 2"< housing portion, wheretn it obvious to have morethanone such structure for 

supporting more th#l one device. 

th e purpose of providing effictent support and stabihty for mounting an speaker housing m a 
combustion area and coupling to a vehicle. 

Regarding the plastic housings, The AAPA d.scloses that i, is common for vehicle 

structures to be made of plastic. 

w as made to modtfy the inventron of Everingham by tmplementing plastic housing structures, 
wherein theplasttc housing structures are common* used ,n vehicles and economtcaltn 

manufacturing. 

Regarding the posittoning of the a,r cleaner to the speaker and the engine, it wouldhave 
b eenobvioust„oneofthe ordinary ski,, a. the tl me to invention was made to modify to posttions 

desired. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/814,227 
Art Unit: 2644 

Reading Cain^Everingham.DeBrurne and AAPA (herein, Evenngham 

(ab s, r act and col. 4, hues 2,-38) for added security and stab.lity of the mount, reducmg 
vibration, etc. 

Regarding Cain, 5, Everingham comb,na,io„ discloses everything c.aimed as applied 
above (see Cairn 1). De Brume further discloses mounting via welding (col. 4, tines 35-3S). 

Regarding Cairns 6-8, Everingham combination discioses everything claimed as apphed 
above (see Cairn 1). De Bruine mrther dtsCoses mounting via we.ding (col. 4, lines 35-38) or 
the lik e Thus, vanous mechanical technics, fastening, pre-formed for easy insertion (e.g. 
fitting), for mounting a bracket to another structure. Thus, it would have been obvious to 
skil , in the art at the time of the invention to implement any one of the various commonly 
known and/or used techniques for mounting the bracket. 

Regarding Cairn 9, Everingham combmation discloses everything claimed as applied 
above (see claim 1). De Brume firrther discloses that the bracket comprises a plurality of 
apertures and may be adjusted longhudinaUy and lateraHy (col. 2, lines 8-34, and col. 26-3,). 
T „e„i, would have obvious to combine two or more brackets of such structure to comprising a 

eapacityoftheducthousingstructuretothevehiCeforthepurposesof.esseningvrhrations 
movements and other instabilities that may occur. 

6 . Cairns 10, IMS and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentabie over 
Everingham in view of De Bruine et al. 


snap 
one 
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Application/Control Number: 09/814,227 
Art Unit: 2644 

Regarding claims 10 and 32, Everingham discloses a system and method for reducing 
engine noise (figure 1) for use in automotive vehicles (col. 1, lines 6-7). Everingham's 
disclosure comprises a duct housing with an opening for receiving air (10), comprising a 
loudspeaker (30) mounted within the housing in a speaker enclosure (22), wherein the housing is 
connected to a vehicle structure, therein (col. 1, line. 35-41 and 2, lines 20-40). However, 
Everingham fails to specifically disclose the housings being mounted by brackets to a vehicle 
structure, or the speaker being a generic speaker housing common to vehicles. The examiner 
maintains that such a mounting means were well known in the art. 

Regarding the mounting brackets, in similar field, De Bruine et al. (herein De Bruine) 
discloses a universal mounting bracket for use in exhaust area of vehicle comprising a first 
portion and second portion; the first portion (a support rod) extending to connect to the vehicle, 
and a second portion comprising a clamps for clamping the exhaust or the like coupled to a 
support plate (col. 2, lines 20-68 and col. 3, lines 1-16), which constitutes as a distal portion 
joined the 1 st or 2 nd housing portion, wherein it obvious to have more than one such structure for 

supporting more that one device. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Everingham by providing a mounting bracket for 
the purpose of providing efficient support and stability for mounting an speaker housing in a 
combustion area and coupling to a vehicle. 

Regarding the speaker housing common to multiple vehicles. The examiner takes 
official notice that generic speaker housing were well known in the art. Thus, it would have 
been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 


view 
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Application/Control Number: 09/814,227 
Art Unit: 2644 

the invention of Everingham combination by tmplementing a speaker housing common to 

housings for the purpose oflessening manufacture time and money for automobiie developers 
when employing speakers to different types of vehicles. 

CUta. U is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Everingham in 
of De Bruine and further in view of the applicant's admitted prior art (herein, AAPA). 
Regarding e.aim 11, Evenngham and De Bruine disclose everything clarmed as applied 
above (see claim 10). However, Evenngham and De Bruine fail to disclose the housing 
structures of molded of plastic. The AAPA discloses that it is common for vehicle structures to 
to be made of plastic. 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art a, the time the invention 
was made to modify the invention of Everingham by implementing plastic housing structures, 
wherein the plastic housmg structures are commonly used in vehicles and economical in 
manufacturing. 

Regarding claims 12-16, Everingham combination discloses everything claimed as 
apptied above (see claim 10). De Bruine further discloses mounting via welding (col. 4, lines 
35.38, or the like. Thus, various mechanical techniques, fastening, pre-formed for easy msertion 
(e.g. snap-fitting), for mounting a bracket to another structure. Thus, r. would have been obvious 
to one skrl. in the art a, the time of the mvention to implement any one of the various commonly 
known and/or used techniques for mounting the bracket. 

7. Claims 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Everingham in view of De Bruine et al. 
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Art Unit: 2644 

Regarding claim 22 and 23, Everingham discloses a system and method for reducing 
engine noise (figure 1) for use in automotive vehicles (col. 1, lines 6-7). Everingham's 
disclosure comprises a duct housing with an opening for receiving air (10), comprising a 
loudspeaker (30) mounted within the housing in a speaker enclosure (22), wherein the housing is 
connected to a vehicle structure, therein (col. 1, lines 35-41 and 2, lines 20-40) and an air cleaner 
housing (20). However, Everingham fails to specifically disclose the housings being mounted by 
brackets to a vehicle structure, or the speaker housing and air cleaner housing being plastic. The 
examiner maintains that such a mounting means and the plastic housings were well known in the 
art. 

Regarding the mounting brackets, in similar field, De Bruine et al. (herein De Bruine) 
discloses a universal mounting bracket for use in exhaust area of vehicle comprising a first 
portion and second portion; the first portion (a support rod) extending to connect to the vehicle, 
and a second portion comprising a clamps for clamping the exhaust or the like coupled to a 
support plate (col. 2, lines 20-68 and col. 3, lines 1-16), which constitutes as a distal portion 
joined the 1 st or 2 nd housing portion, wherein it obvious to have more than one such structure for 
supporting more that one device. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the invention of Everingham by providing a mounting bracket for 
the purpose of providing efficient support and stability for mounting an speaker housing in a 
combustion area and coupling to a vehicle. 

However, Everingham and De Bruine fail to disclose the housing structures of molded of 
plastic. The AAPA discloses that it is common for vehicle structures to be made of plastic. 
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was made to modify the invention of Everingham by indenting plastic housing structures, 
wherein Aplastic housing structures are commonly used rn vehicles and economical 

manufacturing. 

Regarding data 24, Everingham and De Bruine disdose everything claimed as applied 
above (see Cairn 22). De Bruine further discloses that the mounting means such as rubber 
insulators between the brackets and vehicle (abstract and col. 4, lines 21-38) for added security 
and stability of the mount, reducing vibration, etc. 

Regarding Cairns 27-30, Evenngham combination discloses everything claimed as 
appHed above (see claim 22). De Bruine further discloses mounting vra welding (coi. 4, lines 

(egsnap-frtting), for mounting a bracket to another suture. Thus,itwou,d have beenobvrous 
t0 „ne skiU in the art at the time of the invention to implement any one of the various commonly 


known 


and/or used techniques for mounting the bracket. 


8 . Cairn 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as bemg unpatentable over Meeks in view of 

the applicant's admitted prior art (AAPA). 

Regarding claim 2! , Meeks discloses everything claimed as applied abouve (see claim 
20, However, Meeks fails to disclose the mounting apparatus comprismg standard isolation 

well known in the art. 
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Regarding the standard isolation member, AAPA, disclose rubber grommets being used 

to mount the housing to a vehicle. 

^usi.wouldhavebeenobvioustooneoftheordinarys.i.Hn.heartattbetimetbe 

purpose of providing addition isolation. 

.egardingeUi^B.Bve^amandDeBruinediscloseeverythinsclaimedasapp,^ 

^(seeciaimlO^eBruinefurtberdiseiosestbatthemountingmeanssuebasrubb^ 

and stability of the mount, reducing vibration, ete. 

Cairns * »od 34 are ejected to as being dependent upon a rejected base daim, but 

claim and any intervening claims. 


Response to Arguments 
9. The applicant did not present any arguments. 

Conclusion 

tay i„ q uiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

If attempts .oreachthe examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the exammer's 
supervtsor, Forester W. Isen can be reached on (703) 305-4386. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9314 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-deliveredresponsessnouldbebroughttoCry^ 

Arlington, VA, Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

should he to*** to .he recepUonist whose telephone nun^er is (703) 305-4700. 




LAG/ _ 

JamuUl2,2004 > 



